Book REVIEW 


South African Aloes: by Barbara Jeppe. xxvii, 144 pages with 139 illustrations 
in colour. Cape Town: Purnell, 1969. R10.00. 


This attractive book is devoted to a well-known succulent genus, Aloe. As the title 
suggests, it deals only with those species found within the Republic, in South West Africa, 
Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland. 

The author, Mrs. Barbara Jeppe, has painted 132 species in full colour, one species to 
a plate, of the 139 species as at present accepted in the area dealt with; two small species 
filling one plate in a very few instances. Each specimen is depicted as a mature flowering 
plant. A most useful feature is the life-size painting of individual flowers from young bud to 
mature bloom. Added to these the artist has painted a small section of a leaf to show the 
surface pattern and type of margin or edge, together with a single mature fruit or seed 
vessel. These close-up details are of immense help as diagnostic features and Mrs. Jeppe is 
to be congratulated for such faithful reproductions of these characters. Accompanying 
each plate is a full page of description, its distribution, average height, flowering time and 
even those species of Aloe with which it has been known to hybridise. 

The chapter on cultivation deals sensibly with the preparation of the soil, advice on 
planting and landscaping. Propagation by seeds and cuttings is described and there is a 
handy, month by month list of those species expected to flower at that time. However, 
Aloe framesii, stated to flower in June and July, is flowering at various places near the mouth 
of the Olifants River as these notes are written, at the end of March. That it flowers in June 
and July both south and north of this area is quite correct. 

Pests and diseases of Aloe are clearly dealt with and there is sound advice on the use of 
insecticides and fungicides. In some instances treatment with antibiotics is advised but 
unless these ultra-modern aids to good gardening are much cheaper than when discovered, 
it might prove costly where bacterial diseases are severe. 

A summary of the regulations in force for the areas dealt with in the book concerning 
the indiscriminate collecting of Aloes is a timely reminder that many species are strictly 
protected and Mrs. Jeppe’s remarks should be read by everyone who has visions of forming 
an “instant Aloe collection” from wild specimens. 

The six-page list of recorded Aloe hybrids in the wild state will surprise many people; 
with Aloe arborescens alone 23 other species being involved. Unlike many plant hybrids, 
tnose of Aloe are often remarkably fertile and seeds from these produce widely varying 
intermediates. In the wild state, however, the “balance of Nature” is such that very few 
seeds survive and natural hybrids remain comparatively scarce. 

Mrs. Jeppe states that Aloe pearsonii is “now becoming quite rare”. This slow-growing 
species, densely branched at ground-level, lives to a great age and, less than 10 years ago, 
mountain slopes in the northern Richtersveld were tinted dull red with incalculable numbers. 
North of Sendelingsdrif, furthermore, the same species dominated the scene for many miles. 
The author’s note that Aloe pillansii occurs as far north as the Brandberg in South West 
Africa is of interest for all photographs of the Brandberg’s ‘‘Kokerbooms” examined by the 
reviewer showed the tell-tale inflorescence of A. dichotoma. The flower-spike of A. pillansii, 
noblest of the ““Kokerbooms’’, is unique in the genus. 

The authors of the species mentioned have been faithfully given throughout the book 
and it is unfortunate that an error has crept in here, especially since the reason for its new 
name had been explained in the text. For Aloe alooides (Bol.) van Druten, in the text be- 
comes, inaccurately, Aloe alooides Drege on the colour plate. 

Mrs. Jeppe has truly succeeded in her aim in bringing to the Aloe enthusiast a most 
useful, practical and beautifully illustrated book eminently worthy of a prominent place on 
the bookshelf of both botanist and gardener. “oe 
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